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Québec artist, Louise P. Rouleau ( L`OR Artiste ) will unveil her recent painting of St. 

Joseph Cathedral at a reception for her upcoming exhibit at Leunig’s Bistro & Café, 115

Church Street, Burlington, Vermont. The event will be Tuesday, June 5 from 2 to 4 p.m. 

The painting will be donated to the parish.

The design of  St. Joseph Cathedral is typical of many Catholic Churches built in 

Québec  in the later part of the 19th century. Painting from a photo reference, the artist 

initially had  difficulty making any distinction from similar churches she has seen all her 

life ,  but discovered St. Joseph does have a special connection to her.  A distant relative, 

Amable Rouleau, was an original member of  the parish.  He and many other French 

Canadian  immigrants  comprised the congregation from its inception in 1850.  The 

original building became too small to serve the growing French Canadian population and 

a larger church  was completed in 1887. The interior design of St. Joseph Cathedral is  

modeled after the Chapel in the Palace of Versailles in France.  

(http://catholiccathedralsofburlington.com/page/st-josephs-history )
Today Masses are celebrated  in English, French, Burundi,  Swahili and Vietnamese.  St. 

Joseph’s is the most racially and culturally diverse parish in Vermont and is the seat of 

the Diocesan Bishop where large Diocesan ceremonies occur.

 The influence of  the Catholic Church was important, not just in spiritual development of 

French  Canadians in Vermont, but in their education, as well.

A second painting by L`OR Artiste will be installed at the Department of 

Modern Languages and Literature of St. Michael`s  College in Vermont. The painting is 

of the courtyard of the Alliance de Francaise of Chicago and is  given in recognition  of  

the  College`s  historical ties to France and to the French language  as well as its ongoing 

promotion of Francophone culture.

 (https://www.smcvt.edu/about-smc/catholic-vision/history.aspx )

Professor Laurence Clerfeuille organises annually a Québecois film festival for college students and the general Vermont public. Last year one film was La Passion d`Augustine, which explores the change in Québecois society during the Quiet Revolution. Professor Clerfeuille, St. Michael`s Francophone specialist, teaches courses on Francophone culture, worldwide as well as specific to Québec. This summer she and Professor Kristin Juel will lead a St. Michael`s study trip to Québec City for three weeks , focusing on intensive French language instruction and Québec history. Their students also routinely take educational excursions  to Montéal and Québec City with the college’s French Club. No exposure to Québec culture would be complete without exploring our modern danse and music. Indeed, the French program at Saint Michael’s recently brought hip-hop artist Webster to the college to lead workshops and perform.

The Society of St. Edmund , a Catholic religious order, came to Québec from France in 

the in 1891. They were asked to establish missions to serve the French Catholic 

population in Vermont.  At he beginning of the 20th century there was a void of higher 

education in Vermont to service the needs of the French Canadian population. In 1904 

they established St. Michael College to meet that demand.

(http://www.sse.org/history.html ) They bought the land where the college stands from a 
local farmer and turned the original farmhouse into the school. Saint Michael's at first 

followed a curriculum deeply rooted in the classical European liberal arts tradition, including mandatory Greek and Latin. Instruction was in French, the language of the priests. Only one, Father Prevel, could speak English. St. Michael`s  quickly became bi-lingual and the college offered both a French classic studies program and an English and business curriculum. It remained bilingual until 1928, at which time it became exclusively English speaking . 

The Edmundites also assumed responsibility of administering Saint Anne`s Shrine on 

Isle Motte in Lake Champlain in 1904. The French built a fort and chapel at Isle LaMotte 

in 1666 when Vermont was indeed French. The first Episcopal in the Northeast was held 

here in 1668 when the bishop of  Québec journeyed by canoe to confirm a number of 

native converts. The Society of Edmund Fathers purchased Saint Anne`s  Shrine in 1921 

and made  steady improvements. Today St. Anne hosts an annual mission, attracting 

thousands from  the Northeast and Québec.  (http://www.saintannesshrine.org/history )

The public can meet artist Louise Rouleau and buy a glass of wine Tues June 5 , 2018 , 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. At Leunig’s Bistro & Café, 115 Church Street, Burlington, Vermont. Paintings can be viewed from June 5 to June 19.

Attachment 1: Jpeg of Painting of St. Joseph Cathedral by L`OR Artiste 24 X 30 , mixed media on Terraskin

Attachment 2: Jpeg of Painting of Alliance Française (Chicago) 26 X 32, mixed media on Terraskin.

